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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on May 26, 2009 has been entered. Claims 1 - 6, 
14, 18 - 20 and 22 have been amended. Claim 21 has been canceled. No claims have 
been added. Claims 1 - 20 and 22 are still pending in this application, with claims 1 , 20 
and 22 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1- 8, 10, 17-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sowinski et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2001/0053247), 
hereinafter referred as Sowinski. 

Regarding claim 1, Sowinski discloses an image reading apparatus (a system of 
offering photofinishing service) arranged to connect, via a network, to a plurality of 
external services, each of which provides a service for processing image data 
generated in the image reading apparatus, the image reading apparatus comprising: 
an image reading unit (Fig. 5, #502) configured to read an image on an original 
document and generate image data corresponding to the read image (paragraph 0058); 
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an acquiring unit configured to acquire personalized service information, the 
personalized service information being associated with each of operators and with each 
of the external services, and being used for ordering a service from one of the external 
services (paragraph 0125 - 0126); 

a personalizing unit configured to personalize a setting screen, a setting procedure, and 
contents of setting for the operator according to the acquired personalized service 
information (Fig. 10-11, paragraph 01 27 - 01 30); and 

a transmitting unit (Fig. 6, paragraph 0061) configured to transmit various settings 
based on the setting screen, setting procedure, and contents of setting personalized for 
the operator by said personalizing unit (Fig. 4, paragraph 0054, also paragraph 0124 - 
0128), together with the generated image data via the network to an external service 
selected by the operator (paragraph 0065 - 0066). 

Regarding claim 2 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein said 
acquiring unit comprises: 

a reading unit configured to read operator identification information and the 
personalized service information corresponding to the operator (paragraph 0125, also in 
paragraph 0062, "Image data and other pertinent information (operator identification 
information and the personalized service information) may be input and output by 
reading and writing operations, respectively, from magnetic storage media or optical 
storage") from a detachable storage medium (paragraph 0116); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,068 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

an identification unit configured to identify the operator according to the operator 
identification information read from the storage medium (paragraph 0125). 

Regarding claim 3 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein said 
acquiring unit comprises: 

a wireless communication unit configured to communicate with a storage medium 
capable of carrying out wireless communication (paragraph 0062), the storage medium 
storing operator identification information (paragraph 0125) and the personalized 
service information corresponding to the operator (paragraph 0129 - 0130); and 
an identification unit configured to identify the operator according to the operator 
identification information stored in the storage medium (paragraph 0125). 

Regarding claim 4 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein an 
external server (Fig. 6, #602) holding the personalized service information associated 
with respective operator identification information (paragraph 0125) is connected to the 
network (Fig. 6, #601), and said acquiring unit (paragraph 0124, home computer) 
transmits operator identification information to the external server via the network 
(paragraph 0125), and acquires the personalized service information corresponding to 
the transmitted operator identification information from the external server (paragraph 
0125). 

Regarding claim 5 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein an 
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external server (Fig. 6, #602) holding personalized service information associated with 
respective operator identification information and respective apparatus identification 
information (paragraph 0125) is connected to the network (Fig. 6, #601), and said 
acquiring unit transmits operator identification information and apparatus identification 
information to the external server via the network, and acquires personalized service 
information corresponding to the transmitted operator identification information and 
apparatus identification information from the external server (paragraph 0124 - 0125). 

Regarding claim 6 (depends on claim 4), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
plurality of external services exist on the Internet (paragraph 01 19), and the external 
server exists on an intranet (paragraph 0062). 

Regarding claim 7 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes identification information on services to be 
used by the operator, and defaults of various settings for the services to be used (Fig. 9 
-10). 

Regarding claim 8 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes identification information on services to be 
used by the operator, and setting values which can be set by the operator for the 
services to be used (Fig. 3 - 4B). 
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Regarding claim 10 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes identification information on services to be 
used by the operator, and setting values which can be used by the operator for the 
services to be used (Fig. 3 - 4B). 

Regarding claim 17 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes part of authentication data to be used for user 
authentication when the operator uses the service (Fig. 3 and Fig. 9). 

Regarding claim 18 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein 
said acquiring unit acquires plural pieces of personalized service information, and said 
personalizing unit comprises selecting means for selecting a desired service from 
among services personalized for the operator according to the acquired plural pieces of 
personalized service information (Fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 19 (depends on claim 18), Sowinski discloses the apparatus further 
comprising an adding unit configured to add various settings as to the service 
personalized for the operator according to the acquired personalized service information 
as new personalized service information to the acquired personalized service 
information (Fig. 10, paragraph 0126-0128). 
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Regarding claim 20, Sowinski discloses a personalizing method for an image reading 
apparatus (a method of offering photofinishing service) arranged to connect, via a 
network, to a plurality of external services, each of which provides a service for 
processing image data generated in the image reading apparatus, the personalizing 
method comprising: 

an image reading step (Fig. 5, #502) of reading an image on an original document and 
generating image data corresponding to the read image (paragraph 0058); 
an acquiring step of acquiring personalized service information, the personalized 
service information being associated with each of operators and with each of the 
external services, and being used for ordering a service from one of the external 
services (paragraph 0125 - 0126); 

a personalizing step of personalizing a setting screen, a setting procedure, and contents 
of setting for the operator according to the acquired personalized service information 
(Fig. 10-11, paragraph 01 27 - 01 30); and 

a transmitting step (Fig. 6, paragraph 0061) of transmitting various settings based on 
the setting screen, setting procedure, and contents of setting personalized for the 
operator according to the acquired personalized service information acquired in said 
personalizing step (Fig. 4, paragraph 0054, also paragraph 0124 - 0128), together with 
the generated image data via the network to an external service selected by the 
operator (paragraph 0065 - 0066). 
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Regarding claim 22 it is inherent variations of claim 1, thus it is interpreted and rejected 
for the reasons set forth above in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sowinski in view of Horikoshi et al. (US patent 6,823,459), hereinafter referred as 
Horikoshi. 

Regarding claim 9 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes identification information on services to be 
used by the operator, and setting values (Fig. 3 - 4B). 

However, Sowinski fails to explicitly disclose wherein the setting values inhibited from 
being used for the services to be used. 

However, in a similar field of endeavor Horikoshi discloses a method for prohibiting 
unauthorized access in a non-contacting data carrier system. In addition, Horikoshi 
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discloses that the setting values inhibited from being used for the services to be used 
(described in column 2, line 1-14) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sowinski, and inhibit the setting values 
from being used for the services to be used, as taught by Horikoshi. The motivation for 
doing this is that prohibiting unauthorized user to access the sensitive data, as 
discussed by Horikoshi (col. 1, lines 17-25). 

Regarding claim 1 1 (depends on claim 1 ), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
personalized service information includes identification information to be used by the 
operator, and setting items (Fig. 3 - 4B). 

However, Kadowaki fails to disclose wherein the setting items inhibited from being used 
for the services to be used. 

However, in a similar field of endeavor Horikoshi discloses a method for prohibiting 
unauthorized access in a non-contacting data carrier system. In addition, Horikoshi 
discloses that the setting items inhibited from being used for the services to be used 
(described in column 2, line 1-14) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sowinski, and inhibit the setting items 
from being used for the services to be used, as taught by Horikoshi. The motivation for 
doing this is that prohibiting unauthorized user to access the sensitive items, as 
discussed by Horikoshi (col. 1, lines 17-25). 
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6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sowinski 
in view of Kadowaki (US patent application publication 2002/0126322). 

Regarding claim 12 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski fails to explicitly disclose the 
apparatus wherein the external service is inhibited from being used when said 
personalizing unit omits personalization of the service to be used. 
However, in a similar field of endeavor Kadowaki discloses an image processing 
system. In addition, Kadowaki discloses that the external service is inhibited from being 
used when said personalizing unit omits personalization of the service to be used 
(paragraph 0175, S57). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sowinski, and inhibit the external service 
from being used when said personalizing unit omits personalization of the service to be 
used, as taught by Kadowaki. The motivation for doing this is to provide the service 
needs to be authenticated before user uses the service to prevent unauthorized usage. 

7. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sowinski in view of Shinichi (Japan patent publication 2002-312429). 
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Regarding claim 13 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
external service provides a print for the print service (paragraph 0061 , "printing 
services"). 

However, Sowinski fails to explicitly disclose wherein the external service provides a 
book-binding service for the transmitted image data, and said transmitting unit 
transmits, as the various settings for the external service, settings relating to book- 
binding format of the book-binding service. 

However, in a similar field of endeavor Shinichi discloses an information management 
service system. In addition, Shinichi discloses that the external service provide a book- 
binding format for the book-binding service (described in paragraph 0009). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sowinski, and provide a book-binding 
service after printing, as taught by Shinichi. The motivation for doing this is to provide 
the service unavailable by a conventional method for user through a public line, as 
discussed by Shinichi (abstract). 

Regarding claim 14 (depends on claim 1), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein the 
external service comprise a print service for the transmitted image data, and said 
transmitting unit transmits, as the various settings for the external service, settings 
relating to an address for delivery of a printout obtained by the print service (paragraph 
0061, "printing services". Fig. 3, "shipping address"). 
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However, Sowinski fails to explicitly disclose wherein the external service provides a 
book-binding service for the transmitted image data, and said transmitting unit 
transmits, as the various settings for the external service, settings relating to an address 
for delivery of a book-binding service. 

However, in a similar field of endeavor Shinichi discloses an information management 
service system. In addition, Shinichi discloses that the external service provide a book- 
binding service for the transmitted image data, and said transmitting unit transmits, as 
the various settings for the external service, settings relating to an address for delivery 
of a book-binding service (described in paragraph 0009, also described in paragraph 
0066-0067). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Sowinski, and provide a book-binding 
and delivery service after printing, as taught by Shinichi. The motivation for doing this is 
to provide the service unavailable by a conventional method for user through a public 
line, as discussed by Shinichi (abstract). 

Regarding claim 15 (depends on claim 14), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein 
the personalized service information includes information indicative of an address of the 
operator as the address for delivery (Fig. 3, "shipping address"). 



Regarding claim 16 (depends on claim 14), Sowinski discloses the apparatus wherein 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,068 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2625 

the personalized service information includes information indicative of the operator as 
who is to be charged for the service (Fig. 3, "billing address" & credit card information). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 20 and 22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QIAN YANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7239. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on 571 2727490. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/QIAN YANG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



/David K Moore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



